2nd Hand Uniform Shop: Info Sheet

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE DO

What can I buy at the 2nd hand uniform shop? The shop sells ‘pre-loved’ Forrest Primary uniform items in a range of sizes as a service to the Forrest School community. Items are sold at a significant discount to the price of new uniform items.

Who runs the clothing stall? The 2nd hand clothing stall is run by the Forrest School P&C Association and depends on volunteer support.

Where does the money from 2nd hand uniform sales go? All the money we make from the clothing stall goes back into supporting your school. For example the P&C donates money to the school to help with equipment like computers and classroom resources.
WHEN AND WHERE IS THE 2ND HAND UNIFORM SHOP OPEN?
Opening hours coincide with new uniform sales – Tuesdays in week 1, 4 and 9 of every term. We’re open from around 8.30am and the racks are out for most of the school day – usually until school pick up time (closing time will vary depending on volunteer availability).

You can find us at the Junior drop-off/pick-up zone.

WHAT WE SELL

Where do the clothes on sale come from? Why isn’t the size/item I want in stock? The shop is entirely dependent on donations from families in the school community. We also sell items of lost property where the school cannot identify the owner (eg. no name tag). Available sizes and items are dictated by what we receive and how much of that clothing is in saleable condition. Typically families sort their wardrobes at the start and end of a season – so just like discount factory shops our stock is often out of sync with the current weather.

Find the size I want is difficult - the items are not in size order. We have no paid shop assistants. Keeping racks neat and tidy takes time that volunteers sometimes don’t have. You can help by putting things you’ve taken from the racks or baskets back neatly or becoming a volunteer – see below.
How do I donate uniform items my child no longer needs? We accept all donations of items in reasonable condition at the front office – please place them in a plastic bag labelled as being donations for the 2nd hand uniform shop.
Please remember that we cannot use items that are very dirty, stained, badly torn or damaged. You should dispose of these yourself or check with local charities if they will accept them for recycling as rags. Also, we do not have space to stock non-uniform items.

My child lost their hat or jumper and I saw it at the clothing stall! Occasionally, labelled lost property items do end up on the racks. With many bags of clothes to sort, we cannot tell lost property apart from donated items which may also have name labels. If you see an item on the rack that definitely belongs to your child, please feel free to reclaim it.

Can I swap items I have bought if they are the wrong size? Yes, but please remember we have limited opening hours and we may not have the different size you want in stock.

PRICES AND PAYMENT

How much do 2nd hand uniform items cost? The prices below are a guide to the price for most items. The prices are already much lower than new items because most items on sale are well worn and may require a bit of extra attention in the laundry.
I found a real bargain! Sometimes very good (near new) quality items are donated. If you see an item that is in extra good condition, please consider the saving you are making over a new item. Any additional contribution you feel you can make, reflecting the better quality of those items, is always much appreciated and goes to help the school, via the P&C.
Any item with a logo

$5

Any item with no logo

$3

How do I pay?
A volunteer is usually around between 8.30am and 9am on stall opening days and for a short time in the afternoon when the racks are being put away. We do not hold a large amount of change – please bring some small notes and coins when you visit the stall so you can assist by having the right money.
If you see a volunteer you can pay them for the items you want. If no volunteers are around, please pay at the After School Care Office. If the FASC office is closed, please leave a sealed envelope with the Front Office marked “2nd Hand Clothing Stall” and enclose the correct amount. 
GIVE US A HELPING HAND

We urgently need volunteers to keep the stall operating in 2010.
Volunteering on stall days. If you have 30-40 minutes to spare on a Tuesday morning or afternoon in any of weeks 1, 4 or 9 of term, we could use your help with putting the racks out, hanging up donations or putting the racks away.
Sorting clothes (anytime). This job can be done virtually any time the school is open and for as little or as long as you have to spare. If you see bags of donated items out on clothing stall day feel free to sort them and hang them up if you have time. You may even find a bargain in the process.
If you can help with sorting donations or putting racks out or away, please contact us via Forrest Before & After School Care: forrestasc@optusnet.com.au
